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School  Lane, 

Buckingham. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Buckingham  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1951. 

The  health  of  the  District  remained  satisfactory,  apart  from  an 
epidemic  of  Measles  during  the  months  of  March,  April  and  May. 
A total  of  208  cases  was  notified.  Previous  epidemics  occurred  in 
1948  and  1945,  so  the  disease  would  appear  to  be  occurring  in 
cycles  of  three  years.  The  epidemic  was  general  over  the  whole 
country. 

The  Birth-rate  shows  a drop  compared  with  last  year,  but  for 
a Rural  District  compares  favourably  with  that  for  the  rest  of  the 
County  and  England  and  Wales. 

The  Death-rate  remains  at  a satisfactory  low  level,  being  again 
less  than  that  of  the  County  and  England  and  Wales.  The  large 
majority  of  the  deaths  were  in  those  of  65  years  and  over  and 
diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  System  accounted  for  51  of 
the  total  of  96  deaths. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  shews  a satisfactory  drop  from 
last  year  and  is  also  less  than  that  for  the  County  and  England  and 
Wales. 

In  the  field  of  prevention  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  some 
advance  was  made  in  the  District  by  the  visit  of  the  Mass  Radio- 
graphy Unit  from  Northampton  to  Steeple  Claydon  in  October 
and  Calvert  in  December.  A total  of  1254  people  was  X-rayed, 
out  of  which  eleven  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  dis- 
covered. Of  these  cases,  two  proved  to  be  active  and  were,  of 
course,  placed  under  treatment  straight  away.  The  inactive  cases 
are  being  kept  under  observation.  The  great  value  of  Mass  Radio- 
graphy cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized  and  is  well  illustrated  in 
these  two  visits  to  the  district.  It  means  not  only  that  two  people 
unaware  that  they  were  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  will  definitely 
be  cured,  but  also  that  the  risk  of  them  passing  the  disease  to  the 
healthy  community  is  nullified. 
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Mobile  Mass  Radiography  Units  are  proposed  for  Rural 
Areas  but  they  are  very,  very  slow  in  appearing.  I should  like 
to  congratulate  the  Council  on  its  great  interest  in  this  preventive 
measure  against  a dread  disease  and  hope  that  soon  we  will  be  able 
to  cover  the  whole  district. 

Your  Clerk,  Mr.  Floyd,  your  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Mr.  Sharpe,  and  their  staffs  again  gave  me  their  helpful  assistance 
and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Daniel  H.  Waldron. 


A.  Vital  Statistics. 

Area  (in  acres) 

Population 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value 
Rate  per  £ 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  Rate  .. 


Births  : 

Legitimate — Males 

,,  Females  ... 

Illegitimate — Males 

,,  Females  ... 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

„ „ „ (Bucks)  ... 

,,  ,,  (England  & Wales) 


Deaths — Males 
,,  Females 


Death  rate  per  1,000 
>>  >> 


population 

„ (Bucks)  ... 

(England  & Wales) 


Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

,.  (England  & Wales) 


Infantile  Mortality  : 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 
per  1,000  live  births 
Ditto  for  Bucks 
Ditto  for  Engiand  & Wales 

Still  Births  

Deaths  from  Measles 

,,  Whooping  Cough 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 


1950 

1951 

54,543 

54,543 

9,290 

10,527 

2,591 

2,605 

36,878 

38,300 

18/1 

21/- 

£ 1 51/2/7 

158/2/1 0 

75 

74 

63 

65 

4 

4 

1 1 

3 

16.5 

13.9 

15  5 

1 5.1 

15.8 

15.5 

39 

47 

46 

49 

9.1 

9.1 

10.5 

10  8 

11.6 

12.5 

Nil 

Nil 

0.86 

0.79 

32.6 

20.5 

24.8 

24.6 

29.8 

29.6 

3 

1 

Nil 

1 

Principal  Causes  of  Death  : 


o 

1950 

M.  F.  T. 


1951 

M.  F.  T. 


Influenza 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculosis 
Cancer 
Diabetes 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Heart  Disease  . 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Digestive  Diseases 
Nephritis 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Fever 
Congenital  Causes 
Violence 
All  other  Causes 


2-2 


9 5 H 

i - i 

4 7 ii 

8 17  25 


3 4 7 

i - i 


2-1 
I I 2 


3 - 3 

5 I2  i7 


2 2 

I I 2 

5 5 i° 

2-2 
5 7i2 

22  I4  36 

1 2 3 

246 

2 i 3 

x - 1 

1 1 2 

1 1 2 

4H  15 


Totals 


39  46  85  47  49  96 


B.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 


1.  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Specimens  for  bacteriological  investigation  were  sent  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Oxford,  as  in  previous  years.  Specimens 
for  qualitative  and  quantative  analysis  had  to  be  sent  to  London. 


2.  Ambulance  Services. 

The  administration  of  these  services  was  taken  over  by  the 
County  Council  from  July  5th,  1948.  One  motor  ambulance  was 
maintained  at  Buckingham  and  supplemented  if  need  be  by  ambu- 
lances from  Bletchley.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  were  conveyed 
by  the  motor  ambulance  from  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Aylesbury. 


3.  Nursing  Facilities. 

The  District  Nurses  in  the  Buckingham  Rural  Area  carried 
out  their  duties  in  their  usual  conscientious  manner. 


4.  Clinics. 

(a)  Child  Welfare  Centre. — There  are  seven  Centres  now 
serving  the  District.  They  are  located  at  : — 

Buckingham  (twice  monthly).  Tingewick  (twice  monthly). 

Calvert  monthly).  Twyford  (once  monthly). 

Steeple  Claydon  (twice  monthly).  Winslow  (twice  monthly). 
Thornborough  (once  monthly). 
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The  District  Nurse  and  Health  Visitor  attended  each  session 
and  the  Medical  Officer  attended  once  monthly.  These  Centres 
have  done  very  good  work  during  the  year  and  a total  of  2,890 
children  have  attended.  I should  like  again  to  emphasize  the 
excellent  work  done  by  the  Ladies’  Voluntary  Committees  who  give 
such  valuable  assistance  at  the  Centres. 

(b)  Immunization  Clinics. — Immunization  against  Diph- 
theria and  also  Whooping  Cough  was  carried  out  at  all  the  above 
Centres. 

(c)  Chest  Clinic. — The  Clinic  holds  weekly  sessions  and 
is  administered  jointly  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  the 
County  Health  Department.  A chest  physician  attends  each 
session.  It  is  equipped  with  X-ray  plant  and  is  doing  excellent 
work. 

(d)  Orthopcedic  Clinic. — This  clinic  is  organized  by  the 
Wingfield-Morris  Hospital,  Oxford.  It  holds  two  sessions  a month 
at  the  Town  Hall,  Buckingham,  and  an  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  attends 
alternate  months. 

(e)  Venereal  Disease. — Cases  of  Venereal  Disease  in  the 
district  have  received  treatment  at  the  Government  Clinics  at 
Oxford,  Northampton  and  Aylesbury. 

5.  Hospitals. 

(a)  Infectious  Diseases.  — Cases  weie  accepted  by  the 
following  hospitals  during  the  year: — 

Slade  Hospital,  Oxford. 

Isolation  Hospital,  Aylesbury. 

(b)  Tuberculosis. — Cases  were  treated  at  the  Berks  and 
Bucks  Joint  Sanatorium,  Peppard,  and  Tindal  Hospital,  Aylesbury. 

(c)  General  Hospitals.  — General  cases  were  admitted  to 
the  following  hospitals  during  the  year. 

Buckingham  Hospital. 

Royal  Bucks  Hospital,  Aylesbury. 

Radclive  Infirmary,  Oxford. 

Northampton  General  Hospital. 

Tindal  Hospital,  Aylesbury. 

Wingfield-Morris  Hospital,  Oxford. 


6.  Domestic  Help  Service. 

This  service,  instituted  under  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  is  administered  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  by  the  Women  s 
Voluntary  Service.  The  services  of  a local  voluntary  organizer  have 
now  been  obtained  for  the  Buckingham  Area.  lror  the  present  the 
activities  of  the  Service  are  confined  to  the  Borough  but  it  is  hoped 
in  due  course  to  extend  it  to  all  parts  of  the  District. 
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C.  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1.  Water  Supply. 

The  Bucks  Water  Board,  of  which  your  Council  is  a 
constituent  authority,  continues  to  supply  every  parish  with  water. 

The  Bucks  Water  Board  (River  Great  Ouse)  Scheme  which 
involves  the  extraction  of  water  from  the  River  Great  Ouse  at  a 
point  within  the  Rural  District,  continued  to  make  satisfactory 
progress. 

(a)  Quantity — Satisfactory. 

(b)  Quality  do. 

Samples  taken  from  the  main  supply  (both  of 
which  fell  in  Class  I of  the  Ministry  of 


Health’s  grading)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  on  main  supply  ...  ...  2152 

Estimated  number  of  population  served  ...  ...  8099 

(d)  Samples  taken  from  other  than  main  supply  ...  12 

Samples  found  upon  analysis  to  be  unfit  ...  10 


In  all  cases  where  upon  analysis,  water  was  found  to  be 
unfit  for  domestic  purposes,  informal  action  was  taken  with  the 
owners  of  the  property  concerned  to  provide  a wholesome  supply. 

The  following  table  shews  the  parishes  with  a main  water 
supply,  together  with  the  population  supplied,  the  total  number  of 
dwelling-houses  and  the  number  of  dwellings  served  by  main  supply. 
The  discrepancy  between  the  latter  is  accounted  for  by  isolated 
farms,  other  premises  not  on  the  line  of  main  and  where  several 
premises  are  served  by  one  metered  supply. 


Total  No. 

No.  of 

Estimated 

of 

Dwellings 

Population 

Dwellings 

supplied 

supplied 

Addington 

29 

21 

74 

Adstock  ... 

95 

72 

252 

Akeley 

114 

103 

356 

Barton  Hartshorne 

18 

10 

36 

Beach  am  pton 

49 

48 

166 

Biddlesden 

34 

26 

75 

Charndon 

1 10 

106 

375 

Chetwode 

34 

26 

91 

Edgcott 

41 

40 

140 

Foscott 

15 

14 

49 

Hillesden 

61 

52 

102 

Leckhampstead  ... 

59 

43 

185 

Lillingstone  Dayrell 

43 

8 

28 

Lillingstone  Lovell 

46 

30 

101 

Luffield  Abbey  ... 

1 

_ 

Maids  Moreton 

I24 

1 13 

366 

Marsh  Gibbon 

T5& 

1 32 

472 

Middle  Clavdon  ... 

60 

40 

144 

Padbury  ... 

148 

142 

472 

Poundon  . 

22 

20 

78 

Preston  Bissett  ... 

79 

57 

199 

Radclive-cum-Chackmore 

6.3 

57 

200 

Shalstone... 

44 

20 

62 

8 


Steeple  Claydon  ... 

323 

2Q2 

1 1 10 

Stowe 

85 

58 

Si  1 

Thornborough 

160 

1 2 5 

4 * 9 

1 hornton  ... 

25 

l6 

56 

tingewick 

255 

243 

836 

lurweston 

74 

.54 

201 

Twyford 

I 29 

io3 

357 

Water  Stratford  . . 

33 

20 

70 

Westbury 

84 

55 

220 

2615 

2152 

8099 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  water  courses  and  streams  throughout  the  district  are 
still  polluted  by  drainage  effluent.  Most  of  these  exist  in  villages 
that  are  without  main  sewerage  and  although  constant  attention  is 
given  to  the  cleansing  of  these  water  courses,  they  are  a potential 
danger  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  at  large.  Adequate  disposal 
arrangements  for  sewage  would  obviate  to  a large  degree  such 
pollution. 

3.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Tingewick  Works  functioned  satisfactorily  during  the 
year.  The  works  are  still  grossly  overloaded  due  to  the  amount  of 
sewage  discharged  by  the  adjacent  Army  Camp.  More  frequent 
attention  to  the  cleansing  of  the  sedimentation  tanks  has  resulted  in 
maintaining  a reasonably  good  effluent  despite  the  overloading. 
Further  negotiation  with  the  War  Department  continued  during  the 
year  in  order  either  to  limit  the  amount  of  sewage  discharged  by 
the  Army  Camp  or  to  have  the  works  enlarged.  It  was  agreed  that 
the  Council’s  Consultant  Engineers  be  instructed  to  prepare  details 
of  extensions  to  be  carried  out  to  the  Works,  for  submission  to  the 
War  Department.  Very  little  progress  has  been  made  however. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Council  invited  tenders  for 
the  Thornborough  Sewerage  Scheme,  involving  the  laying  of  sewers 
in  the  village  together  with  disposal  works  and  pumping  station. 
The  tender  of  Messrs.  Hadsphaltic  Construction  Company  was 
accepted  and  approved.  The  Contractors  commenced  work  on  the 
scheme  shortly  afterwards.  Satisfactory  progress  was  made  towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  year,  despite  the  presence  of  rock. 

The  Ministry  of  Local  Government  and  Planning  approved 
the  revised  proposals  for  the  sewerage  scheme  at  Marsh  Gibbon 
and  raised  no  objection  to  the  placing  of  advance  orders  for  the 
necessary  machinery  and  materials.  The  Regional  Building  Com- 
mittee of  the  Ministry  of  Works  awarded  a provisional  starting 
date  of  1st  July,  1952,  for  the  scheme  and  authority  was  given  to  the 
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Council  to  invite  tenders  for  the  work.  The  Council’s  Consultant 
Engineers  were  accordingly  instructed  to  invite  tenders  for  the 
execution  of  the  scheme. 

A temporary  filter-bed  had  to  be  installed  during  the  year  at 
the  Westbury  Sewage  Disposal  Works  owing  to  the  collapse  of  the 
original  one.  These  works  are  obsolete  and  overloaded  and  require 
drastic  modernisation. 

It  is  hoped  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
will  continue  to  allow  the  Council  to  proceed  with  prepared  sewerage 
schemes  for  the  bigger  villages,  for  some  of  them  are  long  overdue. 
The  schemes  in  order  of  priority  are  : — 

1.  Akelev.  4.  Adstock. 

2.  Padburv.  5.  Twyford. 

3.  Charndon. 

4.  Water  Closets. 

Twenty-four  conversions  to  the  water  carriage  system  have 
been  carried  out  by  the  Council  during  the  year.  Private  individuals 
have  also  done  work  of  this  nature  to  various  properties. 

5.  Public  Cleansing. 

The  refuse  collecting  vehicle  has  continued  to  give  satisfactory 
service  and  has  ensured  the  carrying  out  of  the  monthly  collection. 
The  revised  scheme  which  was  instituted  last  year  has  proved  to 
be  efficient.  Householders  in  the  District  would,  however,  welcome 
a more  frequent  collection  than  once  a month,  for  the  storage  of 
refuse  for  such  long  periods,  especially  in  the  summertime,  gives  a 
low  hygiene  standard.  The  institution  of  a more  frequent  collection, 
say  a fortnightly  one,  would  involve  the  provision  of  an  extra 
vehicle  and  the  employment  of  additional  men.  The  present 
kerbside  collection  also  has  its  drawbacks  from  the  householders’ 
point  of  view,  especially  where  there  is  no  man  in  the  house  or 
where  the  occupiers  are  elderly  people.  I am  of  the  opinion  that 
the  Council  will,  at  some  early  date,  have  to  give  this  matter  their 
earnest  attention.  Labour  has  again  been  difficult  and  there  have 
been  changes  of  men  engaged  on  this  work. 

All  refuse  continues  to  be  tipped  on  land  at  Calvert,  which 
will  last  for  a good  many  years  and  every  effort  is  made  with  the 
small  labour  force  available,  to  keep  the  tip  in  a presentable 
condition. 

The  work  of  cesspool  and  septic  tank  emptying  is  carried 
out  by  contract  and  is  done  with  the  aid  of  a mechanical  suction- 
type  cesspool  emptier.  Unfortunately  the  present  contractors  have 
not  given  the  service  that  one  might  anticipate  and  in  consequence 
the  frequency  of  emptying  has  fallen  short  of  the  target  set. 
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6.  Schools. 

Improvements  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  in 
connection  with  the  modernisation  of  sanitary  arrangements  and 
canteen  facilities. 

7.  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  in  the  rural  district 
but  an  adjacent  public  school  gives  facilities  for  the  use  of  their 
private  pool  to  rural  residents  during  the  out  of  term  times.  This 
pool  is  part  of  an  existing  lake,  sited  within  the  school  grounds. 

8.  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

No  cases  of  infestation  were  reported  during  the  year. 


D.  Housing. 

Progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  with  regard  to  the 
building  of  new  houses.  The  rate  of  progress  has  been  slow,  due 
mainly  to  the  shortage  of  building  trade  labour  in  the  area  and  also 
to  the  long  delay  in  the  delivery  of  some  materials.  Several  houses 
are  still  under  construction  and  the  placing  of  additional  contracts 
has  been  carried  out  in  order  to  ensure  continuity  of  the  building 
programme. 

Most  of  the  more  urgent  cases  in  need  of  housing  accommo- 
dation have  now  been  dealt  with,  and  I am  of  the  opinion  that  an 
attempt  must  be  made  to  link  the  building  of  new  houses  with  the 
reconditioning  of  existing  ones.  Unless  this  is  done  at  a very  early 
date  it  will  only  mean  that  cottages  throughout  the  District  will 
fall  into  such  a state  that  demolition  is  inevitable  and  an  attempt 
must  therefore  be  made  to  grapple  with  the  problem.  The  high  cost 
of  repairs  is  having  its  effect  on  the  existing  houses  and  it  is  hoped 
that  early  steps  will  be  taken  to  revise  the  Rent  Restrictions  Act  in 
such  a manner  so  that  rents  are  graded  according  to  the  standard 
of  accommodation  and  amenities  provided. 

There  are  still  a number  of  occupied  properties  which  were 
the  subject  of  Clearance  Orders  made  by  the  Council  before  the 
War  and  I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  time  is  now  opportune  for 
action  to  be  taken  to  re-house  the  tenants  and  have  the  sites  cleared. 
Five  Clearance  Orders  have  still  to  be  carried  out,  involving 
eighteen  dwellings,  of  which  fourteen  are  still  occupied.  It  is 
deemed  advisable  that  these  Clearance  Orders  will  be  dealt  with 
before  the  Council  embark  upon  other  Clearance  Programmes. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  and  occupied  during  1951,  other 

than  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  erected  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Number  under  construction  at  end  of  1951  ...  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  unfit  for  habitation  ..  2 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was  signed 

to  render  th?  premises  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was  signed 

that  the  premises  owned  would  not  be  re-let  for  habitation  Nil 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  and  upon  which  a Demolition 

Order  was  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  Nil 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  and  upon  which  action  was 

deferred  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Rural  Housing  Survey. 

The  survey  of  houses  in  the  district  (as  recommended  by  the 
Hobhouse  Report)  continued  during  the  year  and  a total  of  986 
houses  has  now  been  inspected  in  various  parishes  and  categorised 


as  follows  : — 

Category  1. — Houses  satisfactory  in  all  respects  ...  ...  77 

„ 2. — Houses  having  minor  defects  only  ...  ...  250 

,,  3. — Houses  requiring  structural  alterations  or  repairs  304 

,.  4. — Houses  suitable  for  re-conditioning  ...  ...  1 1 7 

„ 5. — Houses  unfit  for  habitation  and  requiring  demolition  238 


Approximately  50  per  cent,  of  the  estimated  total  number  of 
houses  to  be  surveyed  has  now  been  categorised.  Progress  naturally 
is  slow  in  carrying  out  the  survey  owing  to  the  very  limited  number 
of  staff  available  and  without  additional  help  it  will  be  a number  of 
years  before  it  is  completed.  Housing  Surveys  of  any  description 
should  be  completed  in  a relatively  short  time,  if  they  are  to  be  of 
value,  otherwise  little  or  no  benefit  will  be  derived. 

The  Defence  (General)  Regulations,  1939. 

Five  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  to  enable  owners 
of  five  houses  on  which  a Clearance  Order  is  in  force,  to  temporarily 
use  the  premises  for  habitation. 

E.  Annual  Report  of  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Building  Licensing. 

Repairs  to  houses  have  proceeded  satisfactorily  during  the 
year  but  with  the  continued  licensing  restrictions  and  high  costs  of 
repairs  it  is  extremely  difficult  for  owners  to  maintain  their  property 
in  a good  state  of  repair.  During  the  year  23  licences  were  issued 
for  the  purpose  of  repairing  dwelling  houses. 


Improvement  Grants. 

During  the  year  five  applications  were  made  to  the  Council 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  grants  for  the  improvement  of  dwellings 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1949.  Three  ot  these  applications  were 
subsequently  approved,  one  refused  and  the  remaining  one  with- 
drawn. Very  few  property  owners  seem  to  be  availing  themselves 
of  the  financial  assistance  provided  under  the  Act.  It  would  appear 
that  little  progress  has  been  made  in  the  Rural  District  as  a result 
of  over  two  years’  operation  of  this  Act  and  it  may  well  be  that 
some  amendments  will  have  to  be  introduced  if  this  legislation  is  to 
play  its  full  part  in  the  improvement  of  Rural  Housing. 

Food. 

The  sampling  of  milk,  which  is  undertaken  by  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Authority,  brought  to  light  the  existence  of  Tuberculosis  in 
two  dairy  herds  in  the  district,  whilst  further  samples  denoted  the 
presence  of  Brucella  Abortus  on  fourteen  other  farms.  Investi- 
gations were  made  in  all  cases  and  as  a result  of  further  veterinary 
inspections  and  the  slaughtering  of  animals,  the  herds  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  were  pronounced  clear.  As  far  as  Brucella  Abortus 
is  concerned,  the  milk  from  the  affected  farms  was  diverted  for 
pasteurisation  and  the  veterinary  service  called  in  for  further 
in  vestigatious. 

During  the  year,  three  cases  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  occurred 
in  animals  sent  from  this  district  for  slaughter.  Investigations 
were  subsequently  made  but  no  further  evidence  was  forthcoming 
as  to  the  probable  source  of  infection.  Cysticercus  Bovis  was 
almost  unknown  in  the  abattoirs  and  slaughterhouses  of  this 
country  before  the  last  War  but  since  1946  it  appears  to  be  on  the 
increase. 

Salvage. 

The  high  price  for  waste  paper  and  cardboard  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year.  The  tonnage  yield  was,  however,  only  com- 
parable with  1949  but  this  was  no  doubt  due  to  competition  by 
outside  firms  making  payments  for  salvaged  newspapers,  etc. 
During  the  year  over  12i  tons  of  waste  paper  and  cardboard  was 
salvaged,  together  with  Ilf  tons  of  scrap  iron,  which  realised  for 
the  Council  ^146  5s.  4d.,  which  is  almost  equivalent  to  a penny 
rate. 

Rodent  Control. 

The  new  working  arrangements  which  took  effect  from 
1st  January,  1951,  have  proved  to  be  beneficial  and  regular  attention 
is  now  given  to  all  properties  throughout  the  District.  A regular 
survey  has  been  maintained  but  no  real  cases  of  infestation  were 
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found  adjacent  to  domestic  premises  and  providing  the  farmers 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 
when  threshing  and  dismantling  ricks,  the  rat  population  should  be 
kept  to  a minimum. 


A brief  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  my  Department 
is  as  follows  : — 

General  Survey  of  Inspections  and  Visits  during  Year. 


Total  Number  of  premises  visited  ...  ...  1435 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ..  ...  1 

Milk  & Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  Distributors  on  Register  ...  ...  7 


1'iie  following  Supplementary  Licences  were  issued  during 
the  year  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936 
and  1938,  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special  Designation  : — 
“ Tuberculin  Tested  ” ...  ...  ...  2 

“Pasteurised”  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Foods  condemned  during  the  year  include  the  following  : — 


Fish  ..  ...  ...  ...  28  lbs. 

Tinned  Ham  ...  ...  ...  40  lbs. 

Tins  of  Plums  ...  ...  ...  ...  ioi|  lbs. 

Tins  of  Tomatoes  ...  ...  ...  6|  lbs. 

Tins  of  Peas  ...  . ...  ...  ' 2\  lbs. 


Bakehouses. 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Visits  ...  ..  ...  ...  7 

Contraventions  of  Regulations  . . ...  ...  3 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Inspections  have  been  made  in  connection  with  the  above 
and  all  complaints  received  have  had  attention. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  28 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  3 

Visits  to  Factories  ...  ..  ...  ...  16 

F'orm  572  completed  and  submitted  to  all  concerned. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Moveable  Dwellings. 

Number  licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Nuisances  found  to  exist ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

Number  of  Inspections  and  Visits  carried  out  ...  1251 

Total  Number  of  Rat-infested  areas  cleared  ...  20a 


H 

Drainage. 

Number  of  new  Drains  examined  ...  ...  ...  86 

Number  of  Visits  for  that  purpose...  ...  ..  219 


Ice  Cream  Retailers. 

Total  Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  11 

New  applications  received  and  licences  granted  ...  1 

Storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit. 

Register  of  Petroleum  Licences  (December,  1951) : 

500  gals,  or  less  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Over  500  gals,  but  not  more  than  1000  gals.  ...  8 

Over  1000  gals.  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  Licences  issued  ...  ...  ...  37 


During  the  year  all  petroleum  installations  were  inspected 
and  informal  notices  sent  to  the  majority  of  the  licencees 
requesting  them  to  carry  out  certain  requirements,  principally 
those  relating  to  fire  precautions. 


Infectious  diseases. 

Number  of  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Disinfections ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Rooms  Cleansed  ...  ...  ..  8 

Housing  and  Building  Bye-Laws. 

Number  of  Plans  deposited  for  new  houses...  ...  10 

Number  of  Plans  deposited  for  other  works  100 

General  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  347 

Other  Classified  Visits 

Housing  visits  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  70 

Housing  visits  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  61 

Visits  re  Water  Supply  ..  ...  40 

Visits  ye  Drainage  and  Sewerage  1 79 

Visits  re  Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  74 

Visits  re  Refuse  Disposal  . ...  43 

Visits  in  connection  with  Sewage  Disposal  196 

Schools  ...  ...  •••  5 

General  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ••  19 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  ...  ...  ...  5 

Foul  Ditches  and  Ponds  ..  ...  41 

Visits  to  Shops  ...  ...  •••  33 

Unclassified  ...  ...  73 


J.  C.  SHARPE, 
Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 


F.  Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 

1.  General. 

There  was  an  increase  in  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease, 
due  mainly  to  an  epidemic  of  Measles  during  the  year. 


M.  F.  TOTAL 

108  IOO  208 

6 5 11 

1 3 4 

3 4 7 

1 1 

1 - 1 

5 - 5 

124  113  237 

3.  Cancer. 

There  were  10  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year, 
being  4 less  than  last  year. 

4.  Tuberculosis. 

Seven  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  of  which  six  were 
of  the  pulmonary  type  and  one  of  the  non-pulmonary  type.  There 
were  two  deaths  during  the  year. 


2.  Notifications. 

Measles 

Pneufnonia 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Poliomyelitis 

Erysipelas 

Dysentery 


Daniel  H.  Waldron, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


